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First Sign; First Star 

The water glistened with the moonlight, reflected off the teal behemoth, hanging low 

and heavy in the sky. Waves lapped gently at the shoreline, while the cool spring breeze 

rolled through the forest of towering trees, and the flying night predators hunted their 

game.  

I stood there, staring at the scene, unsure of how I felt in the current moment. 

Given the circumstances for my arrival, in this location, I couldn’t help but feel, that 

this was some sort of dream. I picked up a rock off the sand and tested it, before tossing 

it out into the ocean. I never saw it land, as, halfway through its graceful arc, something 

hard and heavy collided with the back of my head, and I went down like a sack of 

spuds. 

# 

 My day started with the rising of the sun, leading me to get out of bed early, a 

daily necessity for beating my fraternal twin sister to the bathroom for a shower; I had 

my breakfast, and got ready for school.  

 The day was like any other, a cacophony of lessons, all blending into one, with 

information going in one ear, and straight out the other. On the way home, I stopped by 
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the bakery with my sister, to pick up a snack to tide me over, until I could make it 

home. When we got home, I pulled out the key and unlocked the door, my sister 

pushing it open and stepping over the threshold. She headed deeper into the house, 

while I stayed behind to lock up. I heard a loud thud from the kitchen and moved to 

investigate. 

 ‘Gaby?’ I called, receiving no answer. 

 Stepping into the kitchen, I saw Gaby, prone on the floor, having collapsed. I 

went to rush to her side, but as soon as I took a step, a wave of dizziness washed over 

me, and I passed out. 

# 

I came back to consciousness, as the pain behind my eyes flared, and the back of 

my head felt like it had been hit by a train. I opened my eyes, hoping that when I did so, 

I’d be looking at the ceiling of my house, but regretted it instantly, as the pain behind 

my eyes flared to an excruciating level, causing me to groan. 

‘Are you alright?’ an unfamiliar voice asked, worry ripe in their voice, ‘I wasn’t 

expecting anyone to be on the beach when I threw that rock.’ 

‘I’m not quite sure how I am feeling at the moment,’ I admitted, scrunching my 

eyes shut again, ‘But, just out of curiosity, you haven’t seen my sister, have you?’ 

‘Well, she isn’t here, so no I haven’t seen her, but, she isn’t on one of the other 

beaches?’ the person quested. 

‘How many other beaches are there?’ I enquired, as I slowly opened my eyes, 

doing my best to endure the pain, ‘I’m not actually from around these parts.’ 

‘Besides this one, there are four other beaches,’ the fuzzy figure informed me. 
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‘I guess she could be on one of the other beaches, but I don’t even know if she is 

here.’ 

‘Were you in a shipwreck or something?’ they probed, ‘Odd, you don’t look like 

you’ve been in the water recently.’ 

‘To be honest, I don’t quite know how I got here,’ I confessed, ‘I just woke up 

here.’ 

There was silence for several minutes, and my vision started to clear up, 

revealing that the person I was speaking to, was a girl, roughly my age, but could have 

been younger or older. Concern filled her sea blue eyes, as she watched over me, 

obviously feeling guilty over what she had done. She reached up and tucked a strand of 

golden hair behind her ear, revealing an earring, in the shape of a dragon, nestled 

snuggly into her lobe. 

‘What is your name?’ she probed, trying to fill the silence, a small smile playing 

over her lips. 

‘I’m Shade,’ I introduced myself, ‘Shade Xemelceo. Nice hand by the way.’ 

‘Thanks,’ she laughed half-heartedly, ‘But still, I’m so sorry for hitting you.’ 

‘All good, not much harm done,’ I chuckled, sitting up and feeling the back of 

my head. 

My fingers came away, wet and sticky with blood, and the girl grimaced 

slightly, even more guilty that she had hit me. 

‘Come on, I’ll take you to the house, and get you patched up there,’ she bounced 

to her feet, before offering me her hand, and helping me to mine, ‘I don’t exactly carry a 

First Aid Kit with me everywhere I go.’ 

‘Shouldn’t you, in a place like this?’ I gestured to the forest. 
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‘It’s not that dangerous here, not really anything deadly, if you know where to 

avoid,’ she informed me, guiding me to a path that wound its way into the trees, ‘A 

good rule of thumb, is don’t leave the trail. Not because you’ll get lost if you do, but 

because they veer away from any danger.’ 

‘I’ll keep that in mind,’ I nodded, ‘Forgive me for bringing this up, but you 

haven’t exactly introduced yourself yet.’ 

‘Forgive me, it did slip my mind,’ she laughed, ‘My name is Rosetta, Rosetta 

Decicabra, but you can just call me Rose, everyone does.’ 

‘Okay, thank you, Rose,’ I nodded to her.  

She flashed me a smile in return and continued leading me down the well-worn 

path, into the forest. 

# 

The jungle was alive with the sounds of insects and predators, broken only by 

the sounds of our shoes, crunching through the dirt as we walked. Eventually, we came 

to a large tree, not different to any of the others, though up in which, I could see a 

platform, that told me, that the house Rose had spoken of, must be a tree house. 

 ‘Can you climb?’ she enquired. 

I nodded, and she pulled on a vine, causing a rope ladder to drop down from 

above. She gestured for me to go first, and so I mounted the ladder and began the long 

climb to the platform. 

A hand at the top offered me help to get onto the platform proper, and when I 

had my feet, I finally looked to my helper. He was taller than me, by about a third of a 

foot, but he was also older. The chain bouncing off his chest caught my attention, since 
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it was almost an exact replica of Rose’s earring. He leaned down once more to help 

Rosetta up, before turning his dark blue eyes back to study me. 

Rose grinned and ruffled his spikey golden-brown hair and gave him a kiss on 

the cheek. 

‘Shade, this is my boyfriend, Evert Valorventía,’ Rose introduced the older boy, 

‘He’s a bit of a shy guy, so he doesn’t talk much around people he doesn’t know. Not 

that he is a motormouth when he is comfortable around you.’ 

He nodded politely to me, a gesture I returned, before everyone’s attention was 

redirected down below, where a series of curses could be heard. 

‘Can someone help me with this lump of flesh!’ a voice hollered up to us, ‘I 

fished her out of the water, and she is breathing, but she won’t wake up!’ 

I looked over the edge, and far below me, at the base of the ladder, was a boy, 

with a body over his shoulder, and I knew it was Gaby. Evert sprang into action and 

quickly descended the ladder, while Rosetta disappeared into the house. She returned a 

few minutes later, carrying a rope with some pulleys attached. 

‘Is this normal?’ I asked, gesturing to the rope. 

‘Luci broke his leg once, he wasn’t able to climb down, so Evert had to tie him 

to his back,’ Rose explained, ‘I’ve never been so worried in my life, let me tell you. But 

after that, we decided that we should have this, just in case. Speaking of, it is rather 

heavy, do you mind giving me a hand in hooking it up?’ 

She gestured to a hard point, bolted firmly into the tree trunk, and I helped her 

get the pulley secured to it. She pushed the other end of the pulley over the edge, and 

there was a dull thud several seconds later as it hit the ground. 
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‘Can you give us a heads-up next time!’ the chocolate headed boy called up at 

us, ‘So that we don’t get clonked in the head and killed, thanks!’ 

‘Your head would just deflect it,’ Rose called back with a laugh, ‘It’s too thick 

for something like that to do any real damage.’ 

He flipped her the bird, before he got to work helping Evert secure Gaby to a 

sizeable piece of bark, that they hooked up to the pulley. Evert gave Rose a thumbs up, 

and started climbing the ladder, while Rose and I started pulling Gaby up. Evert reached 

the top before we got Gaby level, so he was able to pull her onto the platform. 

I got down on my knees beside her, and gave her a firm shake, trying to rouse 

her somewhat. 

‘Oi, Gabrielle, wake up,’ I commanded her. 

‘This is your sister?’ Rosetta enquired. 

‘Hard to believe, but yes, she is my fraternal twin,’ I nodded, looking up at her, 

‘The only thing we really share though, is our eyes, and our height.’ 

‘I wouldn’t say that, you have similar body types, minus her feminine charms’ 

Rose mused, a smirk playing across her lips, ‘I mean, other than you having black hair, 

and her having brown hair, you both look similar, and if you were dressed up the same, 

I’d say she was a more feminine you, and you, a more masculine her.’ 

I shrugged and gave Gaby a solid punch on the arm, in an attempt to rouse her 

that was more likely to succeed. Her only response was to groan and roll onto her side, 

away from me. I rolled my eyes and pinched her on the arm. 

‘Go away Shae,’ she grumbled, ‘Let me sleep a few more minutes.’ 

‘Wake up, idiot, this isn’t the time to be sleeping!’ I scowled, annoyed with her 

usual disposition. 
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‘I don’t think shouting at her is going to accomplish anything,’ Rose spoke up, 

‘Nor is hitting her again,’ she stated, right as I stood up, to give Gaby a good kick up the 

ass. 

‘What’s all this commotion up here?’ the new boy asked, as he pulled himself 

onto the platform. 

Now that I could see his head clearly, I first noticed that his eyes were a deep 

green, but this revelation was quickly overwhelmed, by the fact that he was wearing a 

diadem on his head. Like the other two, it had an identical dragon embossed upon it. 

‘Hey, Shoddy, how’d you convince a girl to come over?’ Gaby asked sleepily as 

she sat up, ‘I thought I’d be the only one to ever bring a female home.’ 

I turned and kicked her in the leg, harder than I intended to, but no one was able 

to stop me. 

‘We aren’t at home, Ellie,’ I scowled. 

‘Asshole, you didn’t have to kick me that hard,’ Gaby groaned, clutching at her 

leg, ‘And don’t call me that… And if we’re not at home, where else could we be?’ 

‘If you don’t want me to call you Ellie, don’t call me Shoddy,’ I growled, ‘And 

how the hell would I know where we are? The last thing I remember, was you, passed 

out on the floor, and me following you into oblivion.’ 

‘Okay, okay, no need to get so worked up,’ Gaby sighed, ‘In any case, who are 

these people?’ 

‘This is Rosetta Decicabra, she found me on the beach, and nearly caved in my 

skull with a rock,’ I gestured towards Rose. 

‘Shame she couldn’t,’ Gaby smirked. 

I kicked her in the leg again. 



 
 

8 
 

‘A pleasure to meet you,’ Rose grimaced, ‘But could we not bring that up again, 

and please stop hitting your sister.’ 

‘This is Evert Valorventía, Rose’s boyfriend.’ 

They both exchanged polite nods. 

‘And someone I’ve only just met, but I assume is Luci,’ I gestured to the third 

person. 

‘Lucien Epikasýni,’ the boy raised a hand in greeting, ‘I fished you out of the 

ocean, no need to thank me.’ 

Gaby laughed and nodded her head once. 

‘Fine, I won’t,’ she smirked. 

‘Anyway,’ I cut in, ‘I’m Shade Xemelceo, and this is my fraternal twin, 

Gabrielle.’ 

‘Good to meet you both,’ Lucien nodded, ‘But I’m bushed, I need some food, 

you need a bandage, and you need a change of clothes.’ 

He pointed to both of us in turn, before turning and heading into the treehouse. I 

helped Gaby to her feet, while she rubbed her bruised leg, and we moved in after him. 

Rose disappeared for a few minutes, returning with a first aid kit. She forced me into a 

chair and started tending my wound. Meanwhile, Evert found Gaby a spare set of 

clothes, and she vanished to change out of her wet ones. 

Rose made short work of cleaning, salving, and bandaging the wound, before 

giving me a pat on the shoulder, to let me know she was done. She walked over to 

where Lucien and Evert were sitting on a sofa, eating off a shared plate, and deposited 

herself in Evert’s lap. 
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‘Out of curiosity, how old are you guys?’ Rose enquired, picking at the plate as 

well. 

‘We’re sixteen at the moment, seventeen in about five months,’ Gabrielle 

informed her, coming out with her dry clothes on. 

‘I’m fifteen, Luci is seventeen, and Ev is eighteen,’ Rose returned as a courtesy. 

‘Not to suddenly change the topic,’ I interjected, ‘But I noticed that the three of 

you are wearing similar items. Is there some significance to the dragons?’ 

Before any of them could answer, a wave of dizziness passed over me, and even 

Gabrielle swayed violently, as, I could only assume, she was experiencing the same 

thing. Rose had a look of shock plastered over her face, and everything faded to black, 

as I began to topple over. 
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First Sign; Second Star 

I fell, I don’t know how long for, but I didn’t stop. I had to wonder if my body had hit 

the floor yet, but I couldn’t tell, not here, wherever here was. 

Eventually, in the ever-present darkness, I spied a light. It was below me, and I 

was falling towards it. However, this light, didn’t shine, so much as glow, as it was the 

only thing illuminated, since I still couldn’t see any part of my body. It reminded me of 

a star, billions of miles away, I could see it, but its light would never brighten my world. 

Unlike a star however, it was getting closer to me. 

When I was close enough, I realised it was a circular platform, and it was 

covered in a soft golden light, which provided me with my hope, as still, I drew ever 

closer. Eventually, I was close enough that I could reach out and touch it, as I came to a 

halt above it. As my fingers brushed the surface, my world inverted, and all of a sudden, 

I was standing on the platform, instead of hovering over it. 

Then, the light began to shift and gather, condensing down, until a figure of pure 

light hovered before me. 

‘Hello, young one,’ a voice whispered, as if coming from all around me. 

‘Wh-who are you?’ I asked. 
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‘I am a friend, I promise you, I am of no danger to you, young warrior,’ the 

voice explained. 

‘Why am I here?’ I demanded, ‘Where even is here?’ 

I cast about, looking for anything, but nothing existed beyond the edge of the 

platform, as if it was the beginning, and end of, the world. 

‘Because, like those before you, you must ascend, your soul tested,’ the deity 

before me explained. 

‘There have been others?’ I frowned looking back to the figure, ‘I’m sorry, I’m 

just having a bit of trouble processing all of this.’ 

‘I understand, the path before your feet, is not easy to understand, but yet, you 

must,’ the deity declared, ‘For if you don’t, then only pain and suffering awaits the 

future.’ 

‘You don’t really give me much of a choice, when you say it like that,’ I 

chuckled, ‘But, must I?’ 

‘A question that has been asked many times,’ the deity laughed, ‘And the 

answer, always the same. Unfortunately for you, there is no choice in this path, for it is 

your destiny, your reason for creation. Because, without you, without them, everything 

you know and love, disappears, and as I stated, only pain and suffering will remain.’ 

‘You’re just giving me more mysteries, and answering very few of my others,’ I 

stated, ‘Who are they? Who are the others?’ 

‘Unfortunately, at the moment, these are not questions I can answer for you,’ it 

explained, ‘There isn’t time to inform you of everything, so, things must remain a 

mystery. However, several answers, can currently be found around you, here, and there. 

For now, here, your answers lie in darkness, and your tests begin.’ 
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The light surrounding the deity shattered, sending shards flying into the 

darkness, and while there was no light, I could see the statue that remained. A goddess, 

made of silver, with hair of gold, a small smile playing on her lips, her hand 

outstretched, as if I was to take it. Very slowly, I did just that. There was a blinding 

flash of light, and when my vision cleared up, I was able to see some small distance into 

the darkness. 

‘Your soul is pure, marred only with smudges, like most, but not unfixable. You 

possess strength, physically, and emotionally, and morally. Your thoughts, sporadic, 

your mind, a maze that even I do not know the depths of. You value your friends, 

family, and to a greater extent than most, strangers, the conversation unhad, the friend 

unmet. Find peace, young warrior, that in your arms, a shield is kept, protecting those 

physically, providing support emotionally, and standing steadfast morally. Go forth 

from this place and defend.’ 

The voice finished speaking, and a weight on my arm, heralded the 

materialisation of a heater shield. Caught flat-footed by the suddenness, I staggered, but 

retained my feet. From what I could see of it, the shield was made of a black metal, and 

while solid, didn’t weigh so much that it hampered me. 

‘In the darkness, not all is, light can be found, where none was previously. Fall, 

and ascend.’ 

Once more, the voice stopped, and with the sound of shattering glass, the 

platform at my feet shattered, and I was once more falling. And while I say falling, it 

was more like sinking in water, without the fear of drowning accompanying it. 
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This time, I felt like I was being watched, by something just outside of my field 

of vision. Whatever it was, was massive, as while I couldn’t see it clearly, it was leaving 

a grey blur as it circled me. 

I did the only thing I could think of, and held my newly acquired shield before 

me, and as if it was some sort of signal, a giant dragon, pure white of scale, erupted into 

my field of vision, headed directly for me. I panicked, and then, the words of the being 

rang through my head. Instead of fending off the dragon with my shield, I held out my 

hand. As it came into contact with my hand, there was another blinding flash of light, 

and a searing pain encircled my upper right arm. I clutched at the affected area and felt 

something hard, hidden beneath the sleeve of my shirt. 

Rolling up my sleeve, I discovered that I had an armband made of the same 

metal as my shield encircling my arm, a dragon embossed proudly upon it. As I studied 

it, the pain fading away, already a distant memory, the feeling of falling stopped, as if I 

was just lying on my back. Pushing myself to my feet, it seemed I had fallen as far as I 

could, and while I couldn’t see it, I knew there was ground beneath me. 

‘Adversity proceeds ascension, without adversity, ascension is meaningless. To 

fall, to lose, then to overpower, to overcome, that is the path of ascension, the path to 

rise.’ 

Once more, beyond my field of vision, and on the edge of my hearing, I could 

hear things. Grunts, scuffs, the sounds of predators, circling their prey. Without 

warning, a wolf, made of pure shadow, lunged at me. I brought the shield up between 

us, unintentionally, as I tried to make myself as small as possible. 

The wolf bounced off my shield, but it sent me tumbling backwards, and I 

quickly scrambled to my feet, ready for another attack, and it was quick in coming. 
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There were several of them, working in tandem, driving me down, harrying me, 

attacking my exposed rear, and it was taking its toll on me, until I remembered that a 

shield wasn’t solely for defending. 

With the next attack, I bashed the wolf with my shield, and it vanished in a puff. 

With a surge of confidence, and newfound strength, I continued to bash the wolves into 

oblivion, until I was alone again. I stood there for several minutes, panting, trying to 

regather my breath. I didn’t get long, as with the sound of running feet, Gabrielle 

arrived within my field of vision. 

‘Gaby?’ I looked to her. 

‘Shae? Oh, thank god,’ she wheezed between breaths, ‘I don’t know what the 

fuck is going on, but this shit is crazy.’ 

I didn’t have time to reply, as another wolf appeared out of the darkness. 

Reacting on instinct, I swung at it, clipping Gaby as I did so. The wolf vanished, and 

Gaby stood there nursing her arm. 

‘If you keep hitting me, I’m going to file for domestic violence,’ Gaby grimaced. 

‘Oh please, it’s not like you don’t get your revenge,’ I retorted, ‘And besides, I 

didn’t even mean to hit you this time, I was trying to save your life.’ 

‘Appreciated,’ she waved me off, ‘But I’m glad you have a shield, and not a 

sword,’ she held up her arming sword. 

‘Why does this feel like some sort of nightmare?’ I enquired, ‘I mean, the pain is 

all real, so I don’t think it is a dream, but this shit is all crazy.’ 

‘I know what you mean,’ Gaby nodded, ‘For now, let’s just try and find a way 

out of here.’ 
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I nodded, and we started walking, sticking close together in case any more of 

those wolves showed up. 

# 

We walked, for what felt like hours, skirmishing several times with various 

predators made from the darkness. I had to wonder if we were getting anywhere, or 

going nowhere fast, as it was hard to tell when we were surrounded by nothing but 

darkness.  

It was at this point that two things happened, the first was a feeling I got. It was 

almost like someone calling for me, from the edge of my hearing, trying to get me to go 

in a certain direction. On the bright side, it was coming from the direction we were 

heading, but on the down side, I didn’t know if it was in our best interests to head in that 

direction. 

The second thing was Gabrielle screaming out in frustration. 

‘WHY CAN’T WE HAVE SOME GOD DAMNED LIGHT!’ 

Nothing happened for several long seconds, and then light began to emit from 

Gaby’s arm. I realised that she too had an armband, although it was on her left arm, 

instead of her right. A few seconds after hers lit up, mine also began to emit light, and I 

could only say that it was instant regret on Gaby’s behalf. 

We were completely surrounded by the shadow creatures, and howls could be 

heard from even further away. I stopped dead in my tracks, an action mirrored by my 

sister, who looked physically ill. 

‘Ask and thou shalt receive,’ Gaby giggled awkwardly. 

‘True,’ I smiled icily, ‘Anything else while we’re at it? Maybe some steak, I am 

a little hungry, and something to drink as well, considering I’m parched.’ 
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‘I’m sorry, I regret everything,’ Gaby looked away from me. 

‘Well, your regret isn’t going to save us,’ I informed her.  

I didn’t wait for her to answer me, as I took off, in the only direction that held 

any hope, the direction that called me. Gabrielle was hot on my heels, as I charged 

through the wolves as they attacked us, while she hacked and slashed around her, taking 

care of anything coming from our rear. 

Several minutes of running later, and a new figure joined the fray, a familiar 

figure, in the form of Rosetta. She was wielding a longbow, and firing on the move, as 

she darted towards us. 

‘Oh, there you are, finally,’ Rose stated, falling in with us, ‘For a second there, I 

thought we were never going to find you.’ 

‘We? And do you know what is going on?’ Gaby demanded. 

‘Luci and Ev should be here shortly, I’m a bit quicker than they are,’ Rosetta 

informed her, ‘As for what is going on, it is hard to explain here, once we get out, we’ll 

do our best.’ 

There was no time to acknowledge her, as a crush of shadow beasts attacked us 

from all sides, forcing us to stop and defend. Despite the fact she was wielding a 

longbow at close range, that didn’t stop Rose from using her weapon, in unintended 

ways, clubbing enemies if they got too close. I noticed she didn’t have a quiver on her, 

after several minutes of nonstop fighting, and instead, the arrows were formed through 

some sort of energy when she pulled back the string. 

It was starting to look dire, as more and more shadows attacked us, until, from 

outside the encircling enemies, I could hear Lucien and Evert approaching us, as they 

carved a path through the beasts. 
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‘Sorry we’re late,’ Lucien stated as they joined the defensive position we held, 

‘There were a few more in our way than we had originally anticipated.’ 

‘All good, you’re here now,’ I chuckled. 

Lucien was wielding a short sword, while Evert was wielding a double-bitted 

axe, bringing our total to three blades, a bow, and a shield, against an indeterminable 

number of enemies. 

‘What are they?’ I asked, fending off a shadow bear. 

‘They are, as far as we can tell, shadows,’ Lucien stated. 

‘Thanks, we couldn’t exactly tell that that was the case on our own,’ Gaby rolled 

her eyes. 

‘Your brother is the one who asked a stupid question, I was just giving him a 

stupid answer,’ Lucien retorted. 

‘In any case,’ Rosetta cut in before more could be said, ‘We need to get back to 

the gate, and out of here. It doesn’t help that we are encircled, and they are enraged by 

the light.’ 

‘I have an idea,’ Evert spoke for the first time in our presence, ‘But, it might not 

work.’ 

‘Any idea is better than none, at the moment,’ Lucien chuckled, ‘What are you 

thinking?’ 

‘We put Shade in front of us, you and I on either side, Rose in the middle, and 

Gabrielle at the rear,’ Evert explained the formation, ‘Rose’s job, will be to make sure 

Shade doesn’t slow down, each time he collides with an enemy. You and I, can provide 

a little additional support, while making sure to keep our sides clear. And Gabrielle’s 
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job will be to make sure that our rear is clear, while also providing a modicum of 

support to Rose.’ 

‘Sounds good to me,’ Lucien nodded, and quickly moved into position. 

I braced myself, as I felt Rosetta’s hands on my waist, and a hand each from 

Evert and Lucien on either of my shoulder blades. 

‘On your go,’ Evert stated, giving my shoulder a firm squeeze. 

I nodded, and took a deep breath, before taking off, my shield level before me, 

as I charged through the encirclement. Thanks to the help of Rose, Ev, and Luci, I 

wasn’t ever pushed back, or slowed down too much, as we forced a path through our 

enemies. 

When I stopped meeting resistance against my shield, I took off, even faster than 

I was previously, most likely putting some Olympic gold medallists to shame. However, 

I didn’t care for any of it, I just wanted to get away, from the enemies that encroached 

upon us. 

‘Gate!’ someone shouted, a second before my whole world burst into a vibrancy 

of colours, and then faded back into black, as I passed out. 
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First Sign; Third Star 

I landed on something hard, somewhere halfway between consciousness, regardless, I 

felt something heavy land on top of me. This was followed by three other heavy things, 

and slowly the air got forced out of my lungs, as my lip began to swell, and finally, I 

was able to wheeze. 

‘Ge’ off me.’ 

‘Sorry,’ Evert apologised, and started pulling people off me. 

Finally, I was able to breathe properly again, and I lay there panting. I raised my 

head slightly, seeing my shield not too far away from my head, along with Gabrielle’s 

sword, buried right there next to it. Hands helped me to my feet, and I thanked them, 

before moving over to my shield and inspecting it properly. The trim of the shield was 

black, while the main body of the shield was a dark grey in colour. There was a design 

in the centre of the shield, a circle of blue, with a face in silver, and hair of gold. The 

design itself looked half finished, until I realised that the rest of the design was on the 

pommel of Gaby’s sword. Although, the face on Gaby’s was gold, with hair of silver. 
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The pain in my leg drew me from my thoughts, and I saw that my foot was badly 

twisted, half dislocated. Rosetta noticed, and ordered Evert to force me to sit down. Not 

going to argue, I felt her grab my foot. 

‘This is going to tickle,’ Rose smirked, before twisting my foot back into place. 

I screamed in agony, as my bones grated on each other, and Rose quickly 

bandaged it up, while Evert clapped me on the back. 

‘You’re stronger than you look,’ he complimented me. 

‘Uh, cheers, you guys definitely seem to know what you are doing though,’ I 

returned. 

‘Yeah, well, that’s what tends to happen when you attend a military school,’ 

Lucien spoke up. 

‘I mean, we did scouts for a bit, but they don’t exactly teach you how to fight 

with archaic weapons,’ Gabrielle noted. 

‘It isn’t really here or there,’ Rose shrugged, ‘But where are you guys from 

exactly? Other than what just happened, you are still a mystery.’ 

‘We’re from Australia, Queensland, a city near Brisbane,’ Gabi explained. 

‘Where is that?’ Lucien frowned, genuinely perplexed by the information. 

‘Um, is this not actually Earth?’ I enquired, looking from face to face. 

‘Earth?’ Lucien mused, ‘Nope, never heard of it. This is the Eilean na Cloinne, 

in the seventh sea. We’re located off the mainland we know as Hatzring, on the 

continent of Sarrisa.’  

‘So, you guys are saying that you are basically aliens then,’ Rose moved over to 

me, and inspected me a bit closer. 
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‘No, we’re humans,’ Gaby shook her head, ‘Just like you appear to be. In any 

case, Eilean na Cloinne?’ 

‘The Island of Children,’ Rosetta clarified, ‘Although, the unofficial rules, state 

that you may stay here until you are twenty. Which means Ev can’t come back after 

next year, since his birthday is later in the year.’ 

‘As much as I do enjoy the sentiment, what do we do now?’ I enquired, ‘We 

don’t exactly know how to get home, and I am still majorly lost, as to what the hell is 

going on.’ 

‘We’ll start off with what we think is going on,’ Luci chuckled, ‘Since we are as 

much in the dark as you are. We also went through the same thing, regarding the 

‘Ascension’. As far as we have been able to tell, from all the bits and pieces, we are 

some sort of fighting force, seemingly gathered from different parts of the universe, 

thanks to the introduction of you guys. 

However, we have no idea what we are meant to be fighting against, nor what 

these artefacts do in their entirety. We have noticed differences between what they do, 

as well as the similarities.’ 

‘They enhance our physical traits, speed, strength, stamina,’ Evert informed us, 

‘It is like a gym hack, they take us closer to physical perfection and beyond, as it were.’ 

‘Aside from that, I’ve become excessively flexible, Ev can eat anything and 

everything without any ill effects, and Luci has gained Adoptive Muscle Memory,’ 

Rosetta informed us, ‘None of us can generate light like you can, Gaby, so I assume that 

is unique to you.’ 

‘As for getting you back to your planet, there is only one person who I can think 

off, off the top of my head, that would potentially be able to get you there,’ Lucien 
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explained, ‘But that requires us to get back to the mainland, then to the other side of the 

continent, then two planet hops, which will take a fair bit of time, and money.’ 

‘Wait, you guys have more than one habitable planet?’ Gaby piped up. 

‘Technically we have four habitable planets, we’re the second one from the sun, 

but the one closest to the sun has been abandoned, ever since a war broke out there, 

hundreds of years ago,’ Lucien stated, ‘But the three remaining ones, yes, we have three 

habitable planets.’ 

‘We can talk about it tomorrow, for now, let’s get back to the house,’ Evert 

voiced. 

‘Yes, Shae needs to rest, too many injuries all at once,’ Rosetta agreed. 

I wasn’t going to argue, and Evert and Lucien helped me to my feet, and then 

supported me, as our small group made our way to the treehouse. When we arrived, I 

was the one hoisted up the tree this time, and then relocated to one of the lounges. Rose 

gave me some blankets, and despite my hunger and thirst, I fell asleep. 

# 

I was awoken the next morning, to find myself being dragged out of the lounge 

towards the edge of the tree. I struggled, unsure of who was dragging me, and what their 

intentions were. 

‘GET UP SHADE!’ Lucien shouted, ‘WE HAVE TO RUN, NOW!’ 

I didn’t have the chance to respond, as he tossed me over the edge, before 

running back in for Gaby. My heart sank as I fell to the forest floor, before I was caught 

by a sheet, held by Rose and Evert, while also being anchored to the tree. I got out, and 

several seconds later Gaby joined me, more than slightly shaken. 

‘Never again,’ I heard my sister chattering under her breath. 
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Lucien joined us, and started running, Rose pushing Gaby and I to follow him. 

Together, we darted through the trees, uncaring if we followed the path or not. 

‘What is happening?’ I demanded, springing nimbly over a fallen tree. 

‘We’ve been invaded, we have to get back to the mainland,’ Evert replied. 

‘Isn’t it safer out here?’ Gaby enquired. 

‘Not if they decide to make this a base of operations,’ Lucien shook his head. 

‘Okay, and what about any other kids?’ I questioned. 

‘We’ll help who we can, if we find anyone,’ Evert noted. 

‘Hey guys, can you hear that?’ Gaby asked. 

We all stopped for a second, and on the edge of my hearing, I could hear a low 

whine. I turned to look at the three natives, only to see their face’s, devoid of all colour. 

Rose started shaking, but Evert grabbed her wrist and ran towards a nearby tree. Lucien 

stood there, looking like a man about to fall to his knees and start praying. I looked at 

Gaby, who nodded to me, and we ran over to him, grabbed him, and started dragging 

him off after Evert. 

What happened next, I can only liken to a nuclear explosion, as there was a 

blinding flash of light, followed by a wave of heat, so intense, it felt like my flesh was 

melting from my bones, and my blood felt like it was boiling in my veins. 

I don’t know why I did it, but I planted my shield in the ground, and fell, once 

more, into the oblivion of unconsciousness. 


